CARROLLTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
First Sunday in Advent
November 28, 2021 – 11:00 A.M.

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD
CENTERING MOMENT
In despair Advent offers HOPE – the hope of a revitalized faith and church, the
hope of respect and love for God's creation that is complete in the hope that
Christ brings. – Thomas Merton
As you enter the sanctuary, we invite you into the sacred silence as we prepare our hearts
for worship. The Musical Meditations are a part of that preparation and we are so thankful
for Mary Anne and Don who share their musical offerings each week.

MUSICAL MEDITATION

George Frederick Handel
He Shall Feed His Flock from The Messiah

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Michael Moore

PRELUDE

Benedetta Marcello

Psalm 19

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE (HOPE)
CALL TO WORSHIP

Jim Carter

The days are surely coming when God's promises shall be fulfilled.
When our love for one another and for all God’s children will increase.
The days are surely coming when God's promises shall come true.
When God will strengthen our hearts in humility and holiness.
The days are surely coming when God’s promises are realized in us.
When we will walk the paths of faithfulness and steadfast love.

*OPENING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

GTG #88

CALL TO CONFESSION

Jim Carter
It is never easy to wait . . . perhaps that is why Advent is so hard for us! But
watch what God does: God waits for us to turn from our old ways to the paths
of righteousness. God waits for us to admit what we have done, and failed to
do, so we might be forgiven and granted new life. Let us approach the One who
waits in love and hope, as we confess together, saying,

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Jim Carter
It is never easy for us to confess to you, Waiting God. There are
those things we have done that we would not like to remember;
there are those people we have found so difficult to love; there are
those we have found all too easy to ignore and hurt. Forgive us, God
who comes toward us. Teach us your ways when we have lost ours.
Lead us in humility to the streets of your kingdom. Teach us your
trust, so we might be the ones who keep your words, revealed to us
in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. –- Silence is kept. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Rev. Michael Moore
God does not remember our sins, but does remember the promises which have
been made. God does not shame us, but lifts us to new life. Lead us in your
truth, O God, and teach us your ways. For you are the God of our salvation.
We wait for you all the day long. Amen.

NO CONTACT PASSING OF THE PEACE

MUSICAL RESPONSE

People Look East
GTG #105
People look east, the time is near, of the crowning of the year; make your house fair
as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. People look east and sing today:
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 25:1-10

Rev. Michael Moore

More Love to Thee, O Christ

GTG #828

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

*HYMN

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 21:25-36

Rev. Michael Moore

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Hope in Challenging Times

Rev. Michael Moore

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(from the Belhar Confession)
We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to
bring about justice and true peace among people; that the church
must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need,
which implies, among other things… that the church must witness
against and strive against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly
seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(When you hear Lord in your mercy, please respond by saying: hear our prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

WORDS OF GRACE AND THANKSGIVING

Jim Carter
God’s love is revealed in those who seek to be faithful in sharing their gifts, so
the hungry might be fed, so the lonely might be comforted, so the forgotten
will be remembered, so our sisters and brothers might know God’s grace and
love in their lives. Amen.

OFFERTORY

The People Who Walked in Darkness

(you are invited to bring your offering to the plate on the Communion Table)

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

GTG #606

FOLLOWING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

**POSTLUDE

GTG #82

Rev. Michael Moore

How Great Our Joy

Jungst - German Carol

The liturgy was written by Pastor Michael’s friend and colleague, Thom M. Shuman
and is found in his book, Bearers of Grace and Justice © 2012

* You are invited to stand, if able
** You are invited to remain seated for the postlude
Please refrain from talking after the Benediction. The Livestream doesn’t end
until after the postlude and conversations can be heard during the Livestream.
“We are live streaming this service so people can join us wherever they
are. Please know that we have cameras recording, and your image may show up
on our broadcast. Thanks so much."
Thanks to everyone who is viewing from home. You're as much a part of this
service as anyone attending in person. You add power to our congregation's prayer
and praise.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Rev. Michael Moore
Organist: Bryant Hand
Pianist: Leslie Goldsmith
Music Meditation: Mary Anne Taylor
Liturgist: Jim Carter
Advent Candle Lighters: Bill and Sharon Hearnburg
Virtual Worship Technicians: Keith and Robin Ellison
Jared Price, Jane Taylor, and Denise Moore
Ushers: Mary Anne and Andy Taylor
____________________________

Carrollton Presbyterian Church
124 Maple Street, Carrollton, Georgia 30117
Phone: 770-832-6131
Email: office@carrolltonpresbyterian.net
Website: www.carrolltonpresbyterian.net
Elder on Call –– Dena Wilson
Phone: 404-372-9236
Email: denahwilson@gmail.com

On Sunday, December 5th there will be a called meeting of the
congregation to elect at large members of the nominating committee.
The nominees are Mike Handyside, Candy Rader-Horsley, Chase
Robinson, and Joan Zellar. It is critical that we have a quorum for this
meeting. The Zoom link will be sent out prior to the meeting for those
who cannot attend in person.

There are many ministries that Carrollton Presbyterian Church supports in
our community and beyond. You may give of your time, talent, and tithes
by contacting the church office, mailing a check to the church or, by
giving online through Realm Communications or
www.carrolltonpresbyterian.church.
Thank you for this prayerful consideration of your gifts.

Want to hear about how Carrollton Presbyterian is
sharing the Love of Christ with a wounded
world? Sign up for Heartbeat, our weekly emailed
newsletter. It’s full of great photos and bits of
news about what we’re doing
here. www.carrolltonpresbyterian.com
With a legacy of hope and healing that began in the
heart of a young pastor in 1875, Thornwell serves to
prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and
reunite families, and support healthy communities
in the name of Jesus Christ. They offer a Christcentered continuum of care featuring programs for
teen moms, infants, toddlers, preschool children,
young kids, teenagers, young adults, and families.
Thornwell Emphasis Month honors this legacy by
inviting each of us to contribute what we can.

We will be having our Advent Coffee
on Sunday November 28th at 9:30
AM, please bring a dish to share.

Improve your balance and stress levels with
Free Tai Chi- Starting on October 17th,
Mimi Gentry will teach a six-week beginning
Tai Chi class on the lawn next to the
playground. It's from 10-10:40 AM so you’ll
be done in plenty of time to head to worship
at 11:00. If you want any details, email
Mimi at mimigentry123@bellsouth.net

Musical Meditation “He Shall Feed His Flock” from The Messiah by George Frederick Handel. Public Domain.
Prelude “Psalm 19”
Benedetto Marcello, arranged by John Carter. © 1997 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. WORSHIPcast license #14060 (streaming)
“O Come, O Come, Emmauel” GTG # 88.
Text & music public domain; music arrangement by John Weaver, 1988. Music arr. © 1990 John Weaver. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. WORSHIPcast license #14060 (streaming)
Glori Patri “Glory Be to the Father” GTG # 581. Text & music public domain.
“People Look East” GTG # 828, Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928, alt. Music: French folk melody; harm. Martin Shaw,
1928. Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd. Music harm. © 1928, Oxford University Press. All Rights Reserved.
Used by permission. One License # A-739569 (streaming); WORSHIPcast license #14060 (streaming)
“More Love to Thee, O Christ” GTG # 828. Words & music public domain.
Offertory “The People Who Walked in Darkness”
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2008. Music: Sally Ann Morris, 2008. Text & music © 2008 GIA Publiscations, Inc. All
rights reserved. Used by permission. One License # A-739569 (streaming)
Doxology “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” GTG # 606, words & music public domain
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” GTG # 82. Text & music public domain.
Postlude “How Great Our Joy”
Jüngst – German Carol; Arr. by Jack Shrader. © 2003 & 2007 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License # A-739569 (streaming).
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 10:00am – 2:00pm.
HAPPENING THIS WEEK
Date/Time

Activity

Leadership

Monday, November 29
Tuesday, November 30
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
5:30-7:00 p.m.

Al-anon
Open Hands – Food
Disciple Bible Study

Outreach Team
Mary Anne Taylor

Wednesday, December 1
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Devotional and Fellowship
Wednesday Fellowship Meal

Mary Anne Taylor
Fellowship Team

Thursday, December 2
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Soup Kitchen
Open Hands - Food

Friday, December 3
Saturday, December 4
Sunday, December 5
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
After Worship

Tai Chi
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Called Meeting to elect al large
Members of the nominating
committee

Mimi Gentry
Worship Team

* For more information on any of these events, please contact the church office, or
an elder serving on the appropriate leadership team.
Session Members: Jay Horsley (Admin), Mimi Gentry (Communications), Bennett
Brown (Fellowship), Dena Wilson (Worship), Chase Robinson (Stewardship & Finance),
Bette Stuckey (Member Care), Andy Taylor (Member Care), Jackie Warren (Buildings
& Grounds), Jeb Brown (Buildings & Grounds), Linda Handyside (Outreach), Jeff
Branyon (Outreach).

