CARROLLTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020 – 11:00 A. M.

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD

CENTERING PRAYER
Where the refugees seek deliverance that never comes,
And the heart consumes itself, if it would live,
Where little children age before their time,
And life wears down the edges of the mind,
Where the old man sits with mind grown cold,
Where bones and sinew, blood and cell, go slowly down to death,
Where fear companions each day’s life,
And Perfect Love seems long delayed.
CHRISTMAS IS WAITING TO BE BORN:
In you, in me, in all (hu)mankind. – Howard Thurman

MUSICAL MEDITATION

Bryant Hand

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jim Carter

PRELUDE

J. S. Bach

The Son of God is Coming
Dawn McCord, organ

CALL TO WORSHIP
Here, in this place, we discover the great things God has done.
In story and song, in silence and sacrament,
we are reminded that God’s relationship with us lasts forever.
Here, with these people, we find our true home
where we can run home laughing, after being lost for so long.
Here, during this holy season, we hear those promises made so long ago.
Of the One who repairs all our mistakes,
of the One who reshapes our brokenness.

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE
HYMN

Mike and Linda Handyside

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Devon Hill and Del Williams, songleaders
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CALL TO CONFESSION

Jim Carter
Hope, joy, forgiveness, life – these are the gifts God offers to us in this season
of preparation and anticipation. But too often, we put God’s love to the test,
with our foolish behavior and unwise choices. Let us confess, out loud and in
silence, the lives we lead, praying,

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Jim Carter
Anointer of righteousness: you whisper songs about mercy to us, but we would
rather rejoice in another’s misery. When we would dam off the Spirit with our
shoulds and shall nots, you knock down our words, so grace can flood into the
world. When we gossip about the foolishness of our friends, you testify to us of
their compassion and kindness. Forgive us, Giver of grace. Salvation is your gift
to us, not something we can buy on sale. Joy is that seed you plant deep within
us, so we may share the harvest with all we meet. Hope is the healing offered
to our brokenness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Silence is kept.
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
This is the good news: God anoints us with grace and peace, not so we can
become better than others, but so we can be the servants of a hurting and
hungering world. We will go, taking the good news with us, testifying to all we
meet, with our words, our hearts, our lives. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.
Amen.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Rev. Michael Moore

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM

Angels We Have Heard on High
CPC Ensemble

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Peter Niedmann, arr.

Rev. Michael Moore

SERMON

The Good News is Radical!

Rev. Michael Moore

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(from the PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the
one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(When you hear Lord in your mercy, please respond by saying: hear our prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

WORDS OF GRACE AND THANKSGIVING

Jim Carter
God’s love is revealed in those who seek to be faithful in sharing their gifts, so
the hungry might be fed, so the lonely might be comforted, so the forgotten will
be remembered, so our sisters and brothers might know God’s grace and love in
their lives.

FOLLOWING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

HYMN

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Devon Hill and Del Williams, songleaders
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Emmanuel
Leslie Goldsmith, piano

Michael W. Smith

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Rev. Michael Moore
Music Director and Organist: Dawn McCord
Pianist: Leslie Goldsmith
Liturgist: Jim Carter
Sound Technician: Bryant Hand
Virtual Worship Technicians: Keith and Robin Ellison
Musical Meditations: Mary Anne Taylor and Bryant Hand
Handbell Director: Brianna Cunningham

Carrollton Presbyterian Church
124 Maple Street, Carrollton, Georgia 30117
Phone: 770-832-6131
Email: office@carrolltonpresbyterian.net
Website: www.carrolltonpresbyterian.net
Elder on Call –– Jared Price
Phone: (770) 864-6664
Email: jared.price@gmail.com

Please plan to attend the Zoom Congregational
meeting immediately after worship today
Carrollton Presbyterian is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Congregational Meeting to Elect Elders
Time: Dec 13, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/96078537160?pwd=blBoVzJiaHg1OVB5bGdsKzR5UUJldz09
Join by phone: 646-558-8656
Meeting ID: 960 7853 7160
Passcode: 200481

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Even though we will not have Poinsettias in the sanctuary at Christmas, you can still
honor and/or remember a loved one by donating in their name to Carrollton
Presbyterian Church. Please specify if your donation is for the church or JOY Gift
Offering. These donations will be acknowledged in the December 20th bulletin. You
can give through Realm communications, our church website or mail a check to the
church office. Please be sure to give us the person’s name(s) you want honored or in
remembrance. Also include how you want the donor’s name(s) listed. The deadline
for these is tomorrow, December 14th.
__________________________________________________
The next Disciple Fast Track 12-week bible study will begin January 5th 2021. It will
be a 12-week study of The Letters of Paul. If you are interested in joining this study
or for more information about this study, please contact Mary Anne
Taylor, tmaryanne45@gmail.com, 770-363-7379 or the church office.
______________________________________________________
Engage with the Christmas Joy Offering during Covid-19
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God’s gift of Jesus Christ by
providing assistance to current and retired church worker’s in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color.
You may give to this PCUSA annual Joy Gift Offering by mailing a check to the
church office or online at specialofferings.pcusa.org. Please indicate on your checkJoy Gift Offering.
_____________________________________________________
Join the CPC Masked Singers for Caroling on the green in front of the sanctuary,
Wednesday, 12/23, 7:00-7:30. We will be providing a link to the carol texts.
Everyone must wear masks and practice social distancing. There is no formal
program…just Christmas mirth and celebration of the birth of the Messiah. Rain
is predicted in the morning but clear skies in the evening. It will be too warm for
snow but we can imagine it and bask in the warmth of our faith community.
______________________________________________________

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday 10:00am – 2:00pm.
HAPPENING THIS WEEK
Date/Time

Activity

Leadership

Monday, December 14

Tuesday, December 15
2:00 p.m.

Open Hands – Food

Wednesday, December 16
7:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 17
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Soup Kitchen
Open Hands – Food
Wine and the Word Circle

Outreach Team

Outreach Team
Outreach Team

Friday, December 18
Saturday, December 19
Sunday, December 20
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Tai Chi
Streaming Worship Service

Worship Team

* For more information on any of these events, please contact the church office, or
an elder serving on the appropriate leadership team.
Session Members: Jay Horsley (Admin), Mimi Gentry (Communications), Mary Anne
Taylor (Worship), Dena Wilson (Fellowship & Worship), Chase Robinson (Stewardship
& Finance), Carolyn Aycock (Stewardship & Finance), Pat Sheffield (Member Care),
Jared Price (Christian Ed.), Jackie Warren (Buildings & Grounds), Jeb Brown
(Buildings & Grounds), Patti Stewart (Outreach), and Jeff Branyon (Outreach)

